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MADD efforts in 2008

• Legislation authored by Senator Fuschillo
and Assemblyman Weisenberg.

• MADD supported these bills, but they did 
not pass.

• In the Fall 2008, MADD met with Senator 
Fuschillo



MADD lobby day and press event in May 2009





MADD’s efforts in Summer 2009

• May: Urge stakeholders to hire lobbyist 
• July: Drunk driving crash kills eight on the Taconic 

Parkway north of New York City. Four children 
killed

• August: Governor  and Senate Legislation 
introduced on DWI child passenger safety and 
interlocks



September 2009

• Senate enacts an all-offender interlock bill in September
• Progress stalls in the Assembly
• Innovative ways to overcome

• Coalition build
• Press conferences
• Town halls
• Another lobby day



October 14, 2009 press 
event in Poughkeepsie
Supporters of the alcohol ignition 
interlock system bill, from left, 
Assembly Joel Miller ,Community Action 
Leader of MADD of Dutchess County 
Vincent Bellino, Assemblyman Marc 
Molinaro, and Assemblyman Frank 
Skartados attend a press conference at 
the Dutchess County Sheriff's Office in 
Poughkeepsie on Wednesday, Oct. 14, 
2009. Source: Poughkeepsie Journal 



October 16, 2009 lobby day in Albany



Planning lobby days 
press events, building 
cosponsor list.

October 14: Poughkeepsie press event

October 16: Albany lobby day

October 11: Leandra Rosado is 
killed and others injured in a 
drunk driving crash.



October 11, 2009

Leandra Rosado killed and other passengers are injured by a drunk 
driver with a blood alcohol concentration of .132. 

Media attention

Lenny Rosado, father of Leandra, pushes for change



Planning lobby days press events, 
building cosponsor list.

October 14: Poughkeepsie press event

October 16: Albany lobby day

October 11: Leandra Rosado is 
killed and others injured in a 
drunk driving crash.

October 21: New York Daily News 
contacts MADD

October 19: Get wind of a special 
session on budget issues

October 22: Lenny Rosado calls for 
passage in Leandra’s Law in 
newspapers

October 22: NY Times Editorial for All-
Offender Interlocks



Leandra’s Law

Make drunk driving with a child passenger a felony offense. Pushed by 
Lenny Rosado. Many other key stakeholders join the fight.

Ignition interlocks for all convicted drunk drivers is included in this 
push.



Planning lobby days press events, building 
cosponsor list.

October 14: Poughkeepsie press event

October 16: Albany lobby day

October 11: Leandra Rosado is 
killed and others injured in a 
drunk driving crash

October 21: New York Daily News 
contacts MADD

October 19: Get wind of a special 
session on budget issues

October 22: Lenny Rosado calls for passage 
in Leandra’s Law in newspapers

October 22: NY Times Editorial for All-
Offender Interlocks

October 26: Fulton Youth of the Future 
contacts MADD

October 29: MADD speaks at Leandra’s 
Garden Dedication



Leandra’s 
Garden 

Dedication



Leandra’s Garden Dedication

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HH3IxqViadQ&t=38s


MADD calls for 
Leandra’s Law and 
interlocks to be 
included in budget 
session



November 5: MADD has a 
conference call with the 
Governor’s office, interlocks and 
child endangerment to be included 
in special session



November 6: NY Daily News runs story on 
upcoming special session



November 4: MADD calls for interlocks 
and felony child endangerment to be 
included in special session

November 5: Conversation with 
Governor’s office reveals felony provisions 
of August proposal included and some 
version of ignition interlocks

November 6: New York Daily News piece 
runs on special session Leandra’s Law

November 9: Confusion Monday on 
compromise: Interlock in and out of bill, 
felony level set at .18 with Judicial 
discretion .08 to .17.



November 10: Compromise reached

MADD agrees to a deal: Mandate interlocks for repeat and first-time offenders with a BAC of .18 or 
greater and make DWI with a child passenger a felony at .18.  

Possibility that interlock is taken out by Senate. MADD CEO issues a lukewarm statement for a joint 
press release with stakeholders and the Governor that ends the deal: 

“MADD supports the Governor’s efforts to fight drunk driving in New York. MADD 
supports felony provisions for DWI child endangerment.  MADD also supports the bill 
requiring interlocks for all convicted drunk drivers. We do have concerns about the 
limited interlock waiver provision for certain convicted drunk drivers and will carefully 
monitor its implementation.”



November 10: Advocacy for reform in Albany

As compromise breaks down, MADD, Lenny Rosado, and others advocate in-person at 
the Capitol. 

Lenny Rosado meets Speaker Silver in-person.  Speaker Silver issues the following 
statement: “I met this afternoon with Leandra's father, Lenny Rosado, and committed 
to him that we would pass Leandra's Law. I think we owe it to Leandra to do all we can 
to protect children against drunk drivers.”



November 10: Back to square one, call for passage



November 12: MADD meeting with Speaker Silver’s 
staff in New York City

• Meeting was planned weeks ahead of time

• Myself, MADD Manhattan Volunteer Leader Peggy Lang, and an interlock 
vendor attended to meet with Staff

• Speaker Silver walked by the meeting room and did not stop by to say hi

• No promises made

• MADD calls the New York Daily News immediately following the meeting



November 12: MADD speaks with NY Daily News 
immediately after meeting 



November 13: Protest in front of Speaker’s Office 

Source: 
New York 
Daily News

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8TrOgX3AMug


November 4: MADD calls for interlocks and felony child 
endangerment to be included in special session

November 5: Conversation with Governor’s office 
reveals felony provisions of August proposal included 
and some version of ignition interlocks

November 6: New York Daily News piece runs on 
special session Leandra’s Law
November 9: Confusion Monday on compromise: 
Interlock in and out of bill, felony level set at .18 with 
Judicial discretion .08 to .17

November 10: Compromised reached, deal is off, 
advocacy efforts continue in Albany, meet with 
Speaker Silver

November 12: MADD meets with Speaker’s office 
in NYC, Daily News, coordinate protest.  Now 
Leandra’s Law includes interlocks.

November 13: Protest in NYC at Speaker’s office, 
media coverage, 400 handouts, meet with 
Speaker’s staff.  November 13: After protest and meeting, I speak on the phone: 

Daily News Editor, Speaker’s Office, Daily’s News Editor, my 
boss, Travel agent to back to Albany next week, take train 
home.



November 4: MADD calls for interlocks and felony child 
endangerment to be included in special session

November 5: Conversation with Governor’s office 
reveals felony provisions of August proposal included 
and some version of ignition interlocks

November 6: New York Daily News piece runs on 
special session Leandra’s Law
November 9: Confusion Monday on compromise: 
Interlock in and out of bill, felony level set at .18 with 
Judicial discretion .08 to .17

November 10: Compromised reached, deal is off, advocacy 
efforts continue in Albany, meet with Speaker Silver
November 12: MADD meets with Speaker’s office in 
NYC, Daily News, coordinate protest

November 13: Protest in NYC at Speaker’s office, media 
coverage, 400 handouts, meet with Speaker’s staff. 

November 13: After protest and meeting, I speak on the 
phone: Daily News Editor, Speaker’s Office, Daily’s News 
Editor, my boss.

November 16: Meet with Speaker Silver, other 
lawmakers, staff, stakeholders, no deal before 
dinner

November 16 PM: Speaker calls MADD CEO, 
deal reached.



November 17: Press event with Speaker Silver



November 18: Leandra’s Law signed



November 18: Leandra’s Law signed into law



November 18: Leandra’s Law signed



Leandra’s Law: key players

Lenny Rosado 
Governor Paterson and staff
Senator Fuschillo and staff
Assemblyman Weisenberg
Senator Dilan
NY Daily News
MADD
District Attorneys Association of the State of New York
Fulton Youth of the Future
Interlock companies



Leandra’s Law making a difference?

Only 26% of arrested DWI offenders are installing an 
ignition interlock.

Ignition interlocks have stopped tens of thousands 
attempts to drive drunk, around 7,000 to 8,000 per year.

From data collected by MADD of interlock vendors from 
December 2006 to 2020, these devices stopped 111,000 
drunk driving attempts (.08 BAC or greater). 

From data collected by MADD of interlock vendors from 
December 2006 to 2020, these devices stopped 550,000 
drinking and driving attempts (.02 BAC or greater)
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In New York from 2010 to 2020, drunk driving deaths decreased by 20%. 
Nationally, from 2010 to 2020 drunk driving deaths increased 15%.* 
If only looking from 2010 to 2019, USA drunk driving deaths increased by .59%. 



Post-Leandra’s 
Law advocacy 
efforts: 2012-
2013

In 2012 and 2013, MADD 
successfully pushed for an 
improvement to the law.  



MADD is working this year to enact 
Assembly Bill 1325 and Senate Bill 6598 
to close loopholes in the law

Post-Leandra’s Law advocacy 
efforts: 2019 to current




