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Save lives, prevent injuries, and reduce 
economic costs due to road traffic crashes 

through education, research, safety 
standards and enforcement activity.

NHTSA’s Mission



- 42,939 Traffic Fatalities in 2021
- 10% Increase in fatalities from 2020
- 13,384 Alcohol-impaired fatalities (14% increase)            

Fatal Motor Vehicle Crash Update
Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) 
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Replace fatals with alcohol fatals
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Impaired Driving

A public health crisis
Nearly 1 in 3 fatal 
crashes involves an 
impaired driver





Foundation in Data
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Fatalities by Quarter, 2019 & 2020

2019 Fatalities 2020 Fatalities

The number of fatalities in Q1 and Q2 was lower 
in 2020 than in the previous year. This is 
unequivocally good.
However, the fatality rate per 100 million vehicle 
miles traveled (VMT) increased substantially.

We need to understand why.

Q1 Q2
2019 1.05 1.08

2020 1.10 1.42

Source: Early Estimate of Motor Vehicle Traffic Fatalities for the First Half (Jan–Jun) of 2020



Fatalities by Month (Jan-Jun), 
2019 & 2020

Fatality Rate Per 100M VMT
by Month (Jan-Jun), 2019 & 2020
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Enforcement Changed

• More than 900 first responders have died from COVID-19 through October 21, 2021
• Law Enforcement comprise two-thirds of first responder fatalities

• Through at least May, many law enforcement agencies had policies limiting interactions with 
the public and arrests

• Reductions in stops, DWI arrests, speeding citations, belt citations

• Deterrence through highly visible enforcement was not there

• In conversations with our Regions, States described reductions in traffic safety enforcement 
activity



Risky Behavior – Known and Seen

Speed – driving speeds increased
Seatbelts – ejection rates increased
Drugs and Alcohol -
• Increase in opioid-related EMS calls and Naloxone administration – more pronounced in urban areas
• Increase in marijuana sales (taxes), alcohol sales, reported self-medication
• Increase in prevalence of drugs and alcohol among critically injured road users at five trauma centers



Documented Increases in Drug 
and Alcohol Use

• Wholesale and retail sales of alcohol were at 
record levels in May and June

• States that reported their marijuana sales 
revenues showed dramatic increases 
throughout the quarter

• Significant increases in EMS calls related to 
opioid overdoses

• Surveys showed self-reported increases in 
drug and alcohol use
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Alcohol & Other Drugs Seen in Trauma Patients Increased

• Proportion of drivers who were Motor Vehicle Crash trauma 
patients with alcohol, marijuana and opiates on board 
compared to pre-March 16 is up

• Highest BAC ranges showed biggest increases
• Antidepressants down

Drug Before March 16 
(dating to Sept 2019)

After March 16

Alcohol 21.8% 28.3%
Cannabinoids (THC) 20.8% 32.7%
Opioids 7.5% 13.9%

Source: Prevalence Study, NHTSA
Note: All data presented on this slide is significant at the .05 level

Medical Examiner 
Data
35.8%
28.0%
15.3%
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Drugs and Driving: 
Prevalence
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Other Drugs and Driving: Complex 
& Multifaceted

o Effects of alcohol on driving 
performance fairly well-known

o 50 years of research and 
programmatic efforts on 
drugs, but there are 100s

o The impact of polysubstance 
use on driving is understudied

o Specific drug concentration 
levels cannot be reliably 
equated with effects on driver 
performance
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Alcohol Impaired Driving 
NHTSA, FARS 2020 Data

• 11,654 fatalities – at least one 
driver was alcohol-impaired

• One alcohol-impaired-driving 
fatality occurred every 45 
minutes 

• 67% (7,831) were in crashes 
where at least one driver had a 
BAC .15+
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Cdan.nhtsa.gov 
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State Traffic Safety Information (STSI)
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NHTSA’s Support for 
Ignition Interlock 
Programs

• Model Specifications
• Publications
• Ignition Interlock Education and 

Assistance





Law Enforcement Tools 
and Resources



Toxicology

• State Toxicology Stakeholder 
Meetings

• Regional Toxicology Liaison 
Program



www.NHTSA.gov/DUIDtool



Questions?
Jennifer.Davidson@dot.gov   

Thank you!
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